
 

 

MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP OF VICTORIA  INC.  

SURVEY CAMP REPORT 

LOCATION/NAME   ‘Riverbend’, Wangarabell   DATES   18 - 21/04/2014                     

WEATHER:  After a cold front passed through the district on Friday 18/4 the following three 
days (19-21/4) were mostly fine and warm with some cloud, but all four nights were cold.  
Over this period wind conditions were nil to very light wind during the day gradually swinging 
from the south west to northwest.  Maximum temperatures were in the range of 17-20oC, and 
minimum temperatures were as low as 3oC.                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                               

DESCRIPTION OF FOREST SURVEYED.Include brief physical and botanical description, Modifying 

factors (fire, logging, grazing) geology if known, and any significant faunal or floristic observations. 
 

The site surveyed was a private property ‘Riverbend’ owned by Max James and adjoining 
State Forest in Wangarabell about 15km north-west of Genoa in far East Gippsland.  Three 
Ecological Vegetation Classes occur in the areas surveyed. 
 
They are: 
Riparian Forest. This EVC occurs along both sides of the Genoa River over river flats with 
deep alluvial soils. Upper storey consists of Manna Gum - Eucalyptus viminalis with some 
River Peppermint – Euc. elata, Green Box (a recent common-name change.  It is still Blue 
Box to the locals) – Euc. bauerana and Gippsland Grey Box – Euc. bosistoana, which are up 
to 40 metres in height.  Understorey includes Black Wattle - Acacia mearnsii and dominant 
shrubs include Tree Violet - Hymenanthera dentata, River Tea-tree - Leptospermum 
obovatum, Hazel Pomaderris - Pommaderris aspera, Burgan - Kunzea ericoides and 
Christmas Bush - Prostanthera lasianthos. Groundcover is diverse and includes Carex spp., 
Lomandra longifolia, Rainbow Fern and various grasses. 
 
Valley Grassy Forest. This EVC occurs over the slopes immediately above the Riparian 
Forest with an upper storey composed of Gippsland Grey Box - Euc. bosistoana, Blue Box - 
Euc. bauerana and River Peppermint - Euc. elata. Understorey and shrubs consist of Black 
Wattle - Acacia mearnsii, Pommaderris 3-4 species, Blue Howittia - Howittia trilocularis, 
Burgan – Kunzea ericoides and Velvet-bush - Lasiopetalum macrophyllum.  Groundcover 
consists of Carex spp., Lomandra longifolia, Poa spp. grasses and many herbs. Trees are up 
to 200 years of age and 40 metres in height. 
 
Clay Heathland. This EVC occurs over the generally flatter areas and drainage sumps and 
consists of a mixed upper storey including Apple-top Box - Euc. angophoroides, Swamp 
Stringy-bark - Euc. conspicua and others not identified.  Shrubs include Burgan, White 
Kunzea - K. ambigua, Silver Banksia - B. marginata, Hairpin Banksia - B. spinulosa, 
Casuarina spp., leptospermum spp. and Crimson Bottlebrush - Callistemon citrinus.  The 
groundcover is rich in a range of monocots including Carex, Gahnia, native grasses and 
forbs. Soils are heavy silty clays. 
 
The last significant fire in the area surveyed was in 1983, which caused the germination of 
Black Wattle and loss of old senescent eucalypts over much of the area. It has mostly died 
back leaving a heavy ground cover of fallen branches and logs.  
 

Survey Report  
A total of 67 species were recorded during the survey; this consisted of 13 mammals, 52 birds 
and 2 reptiles.  Due to the low night temperatures there was very little in the way of frogs 
calling, so no amphibians were recorded.   



 
No cage traps and bat traps were set due to the very cold and long nights. This decision was 
influenced by the land owner advising us that there were lots of Agile Antechinus present in 
the area at the time of the survey. They are particularly susceptible to dying if kept confined 
inside cage traps all night.  As it turned out the motion sensing cameras confirmed the 
presence of two species of antechinus on the property.  
 
Over three nights we deployed 30 motion sensing cameras, 15 owned by MSGV and the 
remainder belonging to survey participants, making up a total of 70 camera nights over three 
nights from 19 – 21 April.  Images and video clips recorded eight species of mammal 
consisting of a single Long-nosed Bandicoot, several Agile Antechinus, two Dusky 
Antechinus, a single Common Wombat, several Common Brushtail Possums, three Black 
Wallabies, two Bush Rats and a single Feral Cat.  Birds photographed by these cameras 
during the day include a Bassian Thrush, a Superb Lyrebird, an Eastern Yellow Robin and a 
Superb Fairy-wren.  
 

   

              Two images of a Long-nosed Bandicoot taken with a Scout Guard SG550V 
 

   

Agile Antechinus                                                             Dusky Antechinus 
 

     

Two Brushtail Possums, one a juvenile taken by one camera on the same night 



 

   

      Feral Cat beside a track along the Genoa River                                           Superb Lyrebird digging for food 

 
A total of 2 hours of spotlighting on the evening of 21 April revealed 9 Common Brushtail 
Possums, 3 Sugar Gliders (all heard), 1 Yellow-bellied Glider (heard), 3 Eastern Grey 
Kangaroos and a Red-necked Wallaby.  On the previous evening one MSGV member 
undertook a ten minute walk with a head-lamp along the track that enters the property. He 
saw 10 Eastern Grey Kangaroos, one Sugar Glider and one Common Brushtail Possum.  
 
Incidental sightings during the day include 5 Eastern Grey Kangaroos, one Black Wallaby, 
one Red-necked Wallaby and one Dusky Antechinus. There were numerous fresh diggings 
throughout the property suspected to be by Long-nosed Bandicoots, and possibly Southern 
Brown Bandicoots and Long-nosed Potoroos.  Other signs of mammals not seen were 
Common Wombat holes and scats near the Genoa River, and Water Rat foot prints on the 
sand at the water’s edge on the bend of the river at the eastern end of the property.  
 
Sugar Gliders and Yellow-bellied Gliders were heard from the camp in the evening. 
 

 
S – Seen H – Heard 
 
Refer to the attached survey sheets for detailed results on mammals and birds. 

List of Mammals Recorded During the Survey Method Used to find species 

Species Code Trap Remote 
Camera  

Spot 
light 

Incidental 
Sighting 

Tracks 
scats 

Agile Antechinus    Antechinus agilis Q1028      

Dusky Antechinus    Antechinus swainsonii K1033    S  

Long-nosed Bandicoot    Perameles nasuta S1097     Diggings 

Common Wombat    Vombatus ursinus K1165     Burrow 
Scats 

Common Brushtail Possum  Trichosurus vulpecula K1113   S   

Sugar Glider    Petaurus breviceps E1138   H S  

Yellow-bellied Glider     Petaurus australis A1136   H H  

Eastern Grey Kangaroo    Macropus giganteus S1265   S S  

Red-necked Wallaby    Macropus rufogriseus K1261   S S  

Black Wallaby    Wallabia bicolor E1242    S  

Water Rat    Hydromys chrysogaster Z1415     Foot 
prints 

Bush Rat    Rattus fuscipes Q1408      

Feral Cat    Felis catus Y1536      



   
             Water Rat footprints at the water’s edge of Genoa River               Bandicoot digging and hind foot print on lawn in garden 

 
52 species of birds were recorded, the most notable being up to ten Beautiful Firetails, a pair 
of Glossy Black Cockatoos and a Masked Owl heard in the evening. 
 
Other Fauna Species (Reptiles & Amphibians) Observed 

Lace Monitor Varanus varius                   1 

Red-bellied Black Snake Pseudehis porphyriacus    2 - 3  

 

Notable Findings and Observations 

Compared to previous camps on 28 December 2008 and 22 April 2011 there was a lot more 
evidence over a wider area of the property, including the garden around the house of diggings 
by bandicoots and possibly other mammals.  Only one species that could be responsible for 
the diggings, a Long-nosed Bandicoot was confirmed by images taken with a Scout Guard 
camera. 

 

TRAPPING AND SPOTLIGHTING MAP : 

 



LOCATION OF MAMMALS RECORDED DURING THE SURVEY: 

 
 

SURVEY AREA LOCATION MAP : 
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